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unsuspected depth of patriotism amongst
the Burmese. When a loosely knit, half-
civilized nation has been subjugated with
no great battles or slaughter of men, the
conquerors may usually expect serious
trouble in the course of the next few years.
The people have not felt the real weight
of the victor's hand, and, ignorant as they
are of the realities of armaments, they
struggle futilely, like birds caught in a
cage, to release themselves from its grip.
And the extent and gravity of the dis-
turbances, which involved Lower as well
as Upper Burma, came as a surprise to
even experienced officers. They had not
realized that under a docile and courteous
demeanour the Burmese cherish a well-
spring of ardent patriotism, or, as Lord
Randolph Churchill styled it in a dispatch,
of " national vanity.** (An Englishman,
by the way, who has not some " national
vanity ** is thought a rather poor sort of
creature.) The blotting out of their race
from the roll of independent nations
wounded them to the quick. Said one of
them with bitterness: " We have no